here are a few places on Earth that are
T so remote you never think you'll actually
From the get to set foot on them and experience
mYSthCIl Easter them for yourself. Without the aid of a history
Island to the book or the Internet, a place like Rapa Nui, the
- . - most isolated populated island on the planet,
awe-mnspirng sitting quietly |i:’n l:he middle of the Snupt)h Pacific,
Igl‘_lazu FCI].].S, seems it would be a destination only of dreams.
a tnp dOWI'l to But just because Rapu Nui is so far removed
the southern from the everyday doesn't mean that seeing
Conﬁnent its wonders firsthand can only be part of some
inspires traveler’s far-fetched wish list—at least not
anymore. Thanks to LAN Airlines and their new routes direct
to the remote island (a six-hour flight from Lima, Peru), Rapa
MNui is now readily accessible and yours for the exploring.
Better known as Easter Island (so named because it
was “discovered” by Dutch explorer Jacob Roggeveen on
Easter Sunday 1722), Rapu Nui is the perfect destination
for travel enthusiasts who crave a little culture with their
trips and who want to learn about the land and its people
while they enjoy the land and its people...oh, and those
mystical moai.
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RAPA NUI (EASTER ISLAND)
MOSTLY untouched by man, Easter Island
is like one big, open-air museum. This tiny
triangular island was once just a collection
of volcanic clusters that pushed themselves
up from the ocean floor to become home to
a civilization that thrived on the land for a
few centuries...until the Rapanui civilization
fell, much like the hundreds of moai—giant
sculptures carved from rock—that remain on
the island to this day: some toppled, some
broken and laying where they fell, others stoic
and untouched, and some restored by archaeologists. All
887 of them are a testament to the island's mysterious,
mythical past.

| had the opportunity to stay at explora Posada de
Mike Rapu (explora.com), and if you're going on a dream
vacation to a destination like this in the middle of the
Pacific, you better do it in style and class, something
explora has in spades. Opened in December 2007, it's
the third of the explora properties, and it's the first lodge
in South America to be awarded LEED certification. The




property offers experienced guides who will
lead you on treks by foot or bike through the
breathtaking island landscapes where exciting, in-
depth discussions about the Rapanui culture and
its ancestry will unfold.

Hanga Roa is the only town on the island
(the entire island population is less than 4,000)
and it is home to small restaurants, bars, markets
and believe it or not, a couple of Internet cafes.
But many natives of the
island live outside of town,
at the ocean's edge, without e Mo

modern comforts like
electricity and running water.
This is almost unfathomable
to most, especially when |
head back to explora after

a long day's hike for a
massage and an opportunity
to sit in their "Hare Mahana 4
Ora,” a sauna that is itself VT S )
a structure woven wholly :
with local eucalyptus. You S a
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sit inside and let the fiery lava
rocks open up your pores,

your nasal passages and your
senses. After the cleansing
eucalyptus, it's time for dinner
in the dining reom overlooking
the island where wild horses
roam free by the ocean's
edge. All meals on the explora
property were exceptional.
They offer the freshest fish
you can could ever want, and

i

the super selection of Chilean
wines (Rapa Nui is a property
of Chile, after all) are paired
quite nicely with all their
menu items.
Undoubtedly, the reason
to step foot on Rapa Nui is
to see the magical moai face
to face or eye to eye (some
do have eyes that look eerily
modern, like doll's eyes, but
which were part of the earliest
moias built). Many moai sit,
or rather stand, on ceremonial
platforms (called ahu) and all
look inward at the island—not
out to sea—presumably to
watch over the tribe that built
them. Only one set of moai
on the island look out to the
ocean, Ahu Akivi, but the
site is over a mile from the
coast so it's unclear what this
may mean. A visit to the rock
quarry of the Rano Raraku
Volcano is a must since here you
can see the labors of natives
that were left behind as so
many unfinished statues never
made it to their final homes.
Take in Tereveka Anakena—the
highest point on Easter Island—
as it offers the most spectacular
views of the entire island or hike
to Rano Kau to learn the legend
and lore of the “Birdman.”
You're sure to have more than a
few transcendental moments at
one or more of the moia sites as
you reflect
on the ancient civilization that
once was.

LIMA, PERU
INTERMNATIONAL travelers
b = often stopped in Lima and
stayed a night until it was
time to catch their flight off
to Machu Picchu (See story
pg. 42) or Cusco the next day.
But Lima, Peru’s capital and
its largest city, has recently
stepped up its efforts to retain
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its tourists, and a big part of that campaign has
been its concentration on fine cuisine.

Whether it's Peruvians themselves or
others I'm not entirely sure but | heard more than
a few times that Lima was fast becoming the
“Gastronomical Capital of the Americas.” And,
| will say, | was treated to several sensational
meals during my stay in Lima with two real stand
outs: Malabar (malabar.com/pe) and Mesa 18
(mesai8restaurant.com).

Malabar offered up a nine-course tasting
menu...for lunch! Yes, the Peruvians are big
on delivering their meals in courses. This chic
restaurant celebrates its Peruvian roots and






