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Malachy O' NeillshareshistoptenSouthAmericanretreats.
If travelwasn' t a plan ,

it shouldbenow...

Passion

HotelLaPassion
WanderingaroundtheColumbiancity of Cartagenayoucouldeasily imagine
yourself in a GabrielGarciaMarqueznovel . It' s also thecity in whichyou' ll find
a greaterconcentration of highqualityboutiquehotelsthananywhereelse in

LatinAmerica . Thebestof them
is

HotelLaPassion . Set in an18thcenturySpanish
villa

,

it exudeseffortlesssophisticationandunderstatedpersonalservice.
Highceilingsandlargewindowsensureanabundance of lightandspace . Other

positivesinclude therooftop infinitypoolwithitspanoramicviewsoverthecity ,

andtheroomybedrooms
,

some of whichofferenormousbathtubs
in

full of view
of theking-sizebed . Nosurprise then

,

thatconcierge.com recentlyrecognisedLa
Passionasone of theworld '

s besthotelsforconductinganaffair!
1-Irtagena ,

Colombia . Tel : +
C70604805

: lapassionbotcla-oin

"
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Awasi
TheunearthlyAtacamadesert is thedriestplace in theworld

,

andwith
itspsychedelicmineral lakes

, prehistorictreesandbubblinggeysers ,

it' s become a majorhitwithtouristsoverrecentyears .
Allthemore

reason
to

headforthelocaltown of SanPedroandAwasi
,

itsmost
intimateandexclusivehotel.

In Quechua ,

thelanguage of theIncas
,

Awasimeanshome
,

andthe
hotel '

s eight thatchedadobecottagesareascosyandasprivateasyou
couldwant .

In
themiddle of

them
a

communalpatiowith a
barand

openfireprovides a welcomingspotfor a
drinkwiththeotherguests

and
a

delicious
,

distinctivedinner Awasi' s menuputs a modernspin
ontraditionallocalrecipes.

Thetailor-made ethos is
central to thehotel

; yourprivateguide
willbringyou to some of the lesser-visited localattractions

, giving
exceptional insights intothissurrealandcaptivatingpartof theworld.
SanPetrodeAtacama

,

Chile
.

"

Id : + 5622339641
;

awasr.c1

Expi.oraenPatagonia
Designated a UNESCOWorldHeritagesite in 1978

,

theTorresdel
PaineNationalPark' s granitepeaks , glaciers ,

lakesandwaterfallsmake
forsomemonumentalviews .

TheExploraenPatagonia' s pioneering
architecture enjoys a privilegedpositionrightamongstthemonthe
shores of LakePehoe

,

and
is

nowfirmlyestablishedasone of Latin
America' s bestknownandmostsoughtafterhotels.

Nowhereelsestrikesthebalancebetween luxuryandactivitywith
quitesomuchflair . In terms of styleandservice

, everydetailhas
beenthoughtthrough ,

fromfoodanddrink
,

to
thebedlinen

,

andthe
furniturehand-crafted fromlocalmaterials.

Asyoumightguess ,

thehotel '

s concept is
basedaroundexploration ,

anditsteam of highlyqualifiedguideswillensurethatyougetthe
mostout of yourstay .

Eacheveningyou' ll sitdownanddiscussthe
nextday' s activities

, dependingontheweatherandwhatyoufeellike
doing . Everything is

included in
thehotel '

s fixedfourdaypackage ,

andwhetheryouhankerforadventure or
idleness

,

theExploraen
Patagonia willcater to youreverywhim.
,TorresdelPaineNationalPark

,

Chile .
Id : +

5622066060
:

explora.corn

FazendaBarrancoAltoEcoLodge
ThePantanal is

thenamegiven to
SouthernBrazil '

s tropicalwetlands.
Fewplaces in

SouthAmericacanboastsuch a jaw-droppingdiversity
of

animalspecies . Fromcaimans to capybaras ,

macaws to
maned

wolves
, giantotters to

anacondas
,

herearesafariopportunities every
bitasimpressiveas in

Africa
,

butwherethecreaturesvergeonthe
macabresideof things.

FazendaBarrancoAltostandsheadandshouldersabove theother
rural lodges in thearea .

Both a workingcattleranchand a family
home

,

it onlyhasfourrooms
,

sohospitality is highlypersonalised
andactivitiesaretailoredto yourowninterests . Choose fromjeep ,

boatandhorsebacksafaris
, birdwatching , canoeing , hiking , fishing

andastronomy hundreds of milesfromanytown
,

thestarryskies
arespectacular! Food is mostlyhome-grown ,

abundantanddelicious
,

whilethequality of theserviceandguidingaresecond to

none.
' ottlhernPantanal

, Brazil . Tel : +
556796543383

;

zendabarrancoaltoxont.br

,t ,Pedral .Lodge
JuttingoutfromthePatagoniansteppe intotheAtlantic is theValdes
Peninsula

,

a thumbnail-shapedpromontoryfrequentedbysome of

theworld '

s mostfascinatingspecies . Penguins ,

whales
,
elephantseals

andsealionsallcomehere
to

breed
,

and at El Pedralyoucanenjoy
unrivalledaccess to

them.
Thelodge ,

whichwasbuilt in the19thcentury in a charmingbut
rather incongruousmock-Normanstyle ,

is situatedonthemainland

just to
thesouth of thePeninsula .

Thismakesfor a perfectvantage
point ,

andanidealbasefromwhich to
sailoutamongstthewhales

,

andwatchthesunsetagainsttherockybeachesandtoweringcliffs.
riteNinfa5

,
Ari,Tntina . Id :

+ 54 r 14 3l 11919
;
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traveLfeature

MachuPicchuPuebloHotel
FormerlyknownasThePueblo

,

this
is

theonlyplace to staywhen
you' re visitingthefamous lostcity of theIncas . Whiletheluxurious
Sanctuary Lodgehotel is situatedrightbesidetheruinedcitadel

,

you' ll find
a lotmoretranquilityandbettervaluehalfanhour

downhill at theMachuPicchu PuebloHotel.
Set

at theedge of thebusytourist town
of AguasCalientes

,

the
hotel is a somewhatsprawling

'

village'stylecomplex of

eightyfive whitewashedcasitas
. Thereareorchidgardens andecological

trails
,

aswellassome of thebestspafacilities in Peru .
If youwant

to getwellaway fromthetouristbustle of Machu Picchu it'
s worth

considering theVIPvillas . Beprepared to splashoutthough...
; Kim :cl"

-

1

,` :

4

' 45314 ;
Mk 7
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PontadosGanehos
Withoutquestionone of Brazil '

s most luxuriousboutique hotels
,

andtheperfectchoiceforpeoplewho liketheirbeachholidays
to involveplenty of pampering . Locatedona privatepeninsula ,

thetwentyfivecabins of PontadosGanchosareset in picture

making a stayat Pontados
almostanySouthAmerica
Horianopoiis ,

Bra
; :

11 . -a
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postcardsurroundings ,

between
azureseasandemeraldforests.
Food is unashamedly sophisticated ,

andserved at anytime
of day.

Otheramenities includeanindoor
pool ,

tennis
, volleyball , canoeing ,

scubadivingand
a privatecinema.

There'
s even a private island that

canbereservedforanexclusive
dinner

a deux . Anidealoption for
honeymooners . Thelocalairport

in Florianopolis , twentyfivemiles
away ,

hasregularconnections to

Rio
,

SaoPauloandBuenosAires
,

Ganchosveryeasy to incorporate into
itinerary.

;

' 6? 4
)

;

EstanciaHuechahue
Quitesimply ,

there' s nowhere likeHuechahue . A 15 ,000acre
cattleranchsetwherethePatagonian landscapesweepsupto

meettheAndeanlakedistrict
,

it offersanunforgettable taste
of frontierliving . EnglishwomanJaneWilliams

,

whomarried
intoanArgentine familyandpioneeredtheconcept of estancia
tourism

,

stillrunsthefarm . Accommodation is notluxurious
,

but
extremelycosyandcuisine is traditional

, meaning there' ll beno
shortage of excellenthome-reared beefandredwine . Best of all
though is thesurroundingcountryside ,

andthere' s nobetterway

to explore it than in thesaddle . Huechahue is unbeatablefor the
quality of itshorsesandriding . Regardless of yourexperience (

or

lack
of it

)
, you' ll soonbetakingoffwiththegauchos , trekking

pastancientIndianburialcaves
,

condors' nests
,

volcanoes and
troutstreams.

'

11 ; 7111tic
It

)Srgentina ; email : nifo0biiechahtte
;

twi-balpec.c ( on

AttVAqua
ThefirstluxurycruiseonthePeruvianAmazon

,

theMVAqua
offersdepartures of three

,

four
or sevennightsintoremoteand

untouched jungle ,

thelongercruisestakingyouintothe
wildliferich PacayaSamiriaReserve . Hereyoumightseerarepinkriver
dolphins ,

sloths
,

howlermonkeys ,

hawks
,

herons
,

millions of

butterfliesandperhapseven a jaguar.
TheMVAquaoffers twelvelargeair-conditionedsuites

,

some of

whichcanbeconnectedforfamilies
,

andfour
of whichhave180°

panoramicwindows . Oneachday of thecruiseyou' ll beoffered
a variety of two to threehourexcursions in smallskiffs

, perfect
fornavigatingnarrowtributaries

. Excursions includevisits to

indigenousvillages , piranhafishing ,

andwildlife-spotting tripsled
bybilingualnaturalistguides . Ofcourse if you' re in themoodfor

a

lazydaythere' s nothingquitesorelaxingaslyingondecksoaking
upthesunand listening to thesounds of theAmazon.

ft ,.1m
,i ,-( )ii .Tel :

+
51 6 60105 ;

'

;

PousadaPicinguaba
HalfwaybetweenRioandSaoPaulo

,

tuckedaway in a bayon
Brazil '

s greencoast
, you' ll findthishiddengem . A colonialvillaon

theedge of a tinyfishingvillage ,

PousadaPicinguabacombinesstyle ,

simplicityandmagicalnaturalbeauty . It'
s hard

to imagine thatonly
a
fewhours'drive fromthese twovastcitiesyoucanbesurrounded

byunspoiledbeaches
, virgintropicalforestsandturquoisewaters.

Withnotelevision
,

airconditioning ,

webconnection or mobile
phonesignal , Picinguaba is theperfectplace to disconnectfrom
themodernworld

. Onceyouarriveyoucanbeasactive or aslazy
asyoulike . If you' re curious to explore , yourhostEmmanuelwill
bringyou in hisschooner to theoutlyingislands in

thebay,

while
a

good ideafor
a daytrip is theperfectlypreserved colonial town of

Paraty ,

halfanhouruptheroad.
'

IL7Pic-i71 ,Wfalk1 ,
C 12 ; 536
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