
Atacama:
a journey for
the soul

traves’as explora:
an awe-inspiring
experience

Patagonia:
365 days of
exploration

And now: traves’as explora
Expanding and intensifying
travel experiences to remote
regions of South America
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explora now offers traves’as explora, which complement our
current programs in the Atacama Desert and Patagonia, allowing
for a richer traveling experience in these incomparable regions
of the world.

ÒNatural extremes: ... the eerie
lunar emptiness of the Atacama
Desert and the geysers, volcanoes
and salt lakes of the altiplano. The
perfect base from which to visit
these natural sights is exploraÉÓ
CondŽ Nast Traveller   /   UK,

FEBRUARY 2003



With more than 10 years'
experience, and after having
successfully demonstrated our
expertise in South American
travel, we have now expanded
our offer ings to include
traves’as explora.

These expeditions, taken
before or after either our Atacama or
Patagonia programs, last 4 or more days and
cross through unexplored territory that is
beyond the reach for visitors on day trips,
giving our guests access to unconventional
excursions that allow for them to live the
explora "experience" more intensely. In
addition, two of these journeys enter from or
leave for Argentina, offering a trip with a
different cultural perspective.

We have also added a traves’a to Easter
Island, the most remote island in the South
Pacific and the cradle of a mysterious culture
that visitors may learn about through the
descendents of the island's first residents.

I would like to take this opportunity to
share with you one of the greatest trips I've
had in recent years. It  involves exploring the
altiplanos, and their volcanoes, salt flats and
high plains. It is true that one finds extremes
at San Pedro de Atacama, but it is an extreme
that is hospitable to human life. Visiting the
altiplanos, whether in Chile, Bolivia or
Argentina and at heights of more than 3,000
meters, is like being in another world. These
are wild and inaccesible places far outside the
realms of civilization as we know it, and
therefore constitute an unforgettable
experience. For this reason, they say the
altiplano, more than any other place, is a
journey for the soul.

With traves’as explora, the mythical
journey to Patagonia, and the journey for
the soul in the Atacama, we offer experiences
that grow more attractive as each day passes.

Pedro Ib‡–ez

To our valued guests and to our friends
from the trade that spread the explora
message around the world.

A letter from the
Chairman and Founder

Introducing

traves’as
explora

an awe-inspiring experience

4
Traves’a to Easter Island
(trip duration subject to flight availability
throughout the year)

With its location in the middle of the Pacific Ocean
and home to a culture whose origins and evolution
are still largely unknown, Easter Island is an
attractive and mysterious destination. A mild year-
round climate allows for walking the island's
geography and traveling along the coast of
numerous "ahus" that are home to the gigantic
sculptures called moai.

Who, when and why were these sculptures created?
It is a mystery. It is presumed that the island has
been inhabited since the earliest centuries of our
times, and the moai are hundreds of years old.
It is also known that numerous tribes have lived
on the island and have fought amongst themselves,
razing much of the territory in the process. It is
not known why they destroyed the majority of
the moai.

Today, one can visit with descendents of this ancient
culture, who have preserved their original ancestral
customs in spite of the advancement of civilization.

The island is best seen on foot, making this a very
active trip.

traves’as explora:

1
Traves’a to the Chilean and
Bolivian altiplanos, and the
Salar de Uyuni
(11 days / 10 nights)

The trip begins with a stay at the Hotel de Larache
in San Pedro (explora en Atacama) where travelers
acclimatize to the altitude and prepare for their
expedition. On the fourth day, we leave for Bolivia,
climbing to 4,000 meters; from here we cross the
altiplano by van and explore our spectacular
surroundings on foot. Each night, our guests sleep
in explora campsites. The final destination is the
Salar de Uyuni, the highest and one of the most
expansive salt flats in the world. After spending
five days in Bolivia, we return to Chile, ending the
trip in the city of Iquique.

A visit to these regions provides one of the greatest
and most attractive journeys to remote territory
in South America.

The Atacama Desert and its oasis village, San
Pedro, is the last frontier for human habitation,
in spite of the region's aridity and altitude. The
altiplano is an extension of the Atacama, but it
is nevertheless too extreme to offer any chance
for human habitation.

2  Crossing the Andes     Mountain Range  (8 days / 7 nights)

3
Traves’a in Patagonia
(8 days / 8 nights)

The traves’a in Patagonia offered by explora takes
travelers to the region between the Magellan Strait
and the Southern Ice Field, and the western portion
of Argentina between latitudes 51¼31' and 48¼.

In Chile, the trip is centered around Torres del Paine
National Park and the Hotel Salto Chico (explora
en Patagonia) and in the town El ChaltŽn, at the
foot of the spectacular peaks of Torre and Fitz Roy
in Argentina. In both locations there are outstanding
trekking opportunities around the peaks and through
valleys and past glaciers, providing access to
exceptional natural attractions. The crossing between
both areas Ð from El ChaltŽn to Torres del Paine, or
vice versa Ð is an unforgettable experience, traveling
along Lake Argentine and Lake Viedma, and the
Santa Cruz and La Leona rivers.
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Small lodges, historical houses or, where
there is no infrastructure, explora
campsites, staffed with our guides, drivers
and chefs. And, the explora concept of
active excursions allows travelers to be
immersed in an unparalleled natural
setting that provides unforgettable
experiences.

traves’as explora are an indispensable
complement to a journey in South America.

traves’as explora permits visitors to
explore other realities of South America.
Beginning with our current travel programs
in Atacama and Patagonia, traves’as
delivers a more intense traveling
experience. traves’as uses the explora
hotels as a preparation site, then provides
the best accommodations available in
destinations far from the hotels, always in
the explora spirit.

the oldest colonial cities in the country, and we travel
the route once used the Viceroyalty of Peru and the
Viceroyalty of La Plata. We explore the Calchaqu’es
Valley, its imposing landscape and colonial remains
as well as traces of the Atacaman culture and other
prehispanic cultures that once inhabited the region.
The towns of Cachi and Molinos are important
testaments to Spanish colonization.

Along the way, we stop for walks in different areas.

This expedition crosses the Andes from San Pedro
de Atacama, Chile, to Salta, Argentina. Travelers
have the opportunity to experience the beauty
of the regionÕs volcanoes and salt flats that
are interwoven between lakes and high-altitude
wetlands, reaching heights of more than
4,000 meters.

The trip can be done from Argentina to Chile,
or vice versa. In Argentina we visit Salta, one of

ÒEster Island, nearly 2,500 miles
off the Chilean coast, may be the worldÕs
most remote inhabited island. But itÕs not
beyond the reach of explora, whose lodges
in ChileÕs Torres del Paine and Atacama
Desert successfully combine luxury with
adventure. Its new nine-room property here
might tempt guests to lounge, with hot tubs,
an outdoor barbecue area, and, for those
who must, Internet accessÉ Each evening,
over pisco sours and tuna empanadas,
guests plan their next day, choosing from
14 excursionsÉÓ  MenÕs Journal  / USA,

APRIL 2005

Òexplora: Derni•re hacienda avant le
dŽsert... Pr•t pour un retour ˆ lÕessentiel ? Tout
au nord du Chili, lÕh™tel explora de San Pedro
de Atacama est une luxueuse escale aux portes
du dŽsert le plus aride, mais peut-•tre aussi le
plus beau du monde...Ó LÕart de VOYAGER /
FRANCE, OCTOBERÐNOVEMBER 2004



ÒHotel de Larache Ð explora en Atacama...
is so much more than a hotel. It opens a
door to providing water, food, shelter and
shade from scorching sun, permitting an
ephemeral but intimate encounter with
nature where survival would otherwise
be the only imperative.Ó

HEAVEN ON EARTH ,  THE DIVINE

HOTELS AROUND THE WORLD 2004 / UK

ÒNationalpark oder WŸste Ð die GŠste der
explora Hotelgesellschaft haben die Qual
der WahlÉ die mythische AtacamaÐWŸste
mit ihren, seit Urzeiten bewohnten Oasen
dar: Vulkane, Salzseen und Thermalquellen
sind das Umfeld einer 3.000 Jahre alten
Siedlungsgeschichte. In der NŠhe von San
Pedro de Atacama, im Ayllœ de Larache
ist das zweite explora-Hotel stationiert.Ó
Wohn!Design /  GERMANY, JULY 2004

Ò JÕ avais un ranch dans lÕ Atacama...,
aux confins du dŽsert..., au Chili, lÕ H™tel
explora de San Pedro mŽtisse avec finesse
toutes les couleurs et les mati•res des Andes.
Reflets de ciel sur un mur blanc.Ó

HïTEL & LODGE /  FRANCE,

JANUARYÐFEBRUARY 2004

ÒBest of the best: ...Imagine a luxury
hotel in one of the most remote areas of
the world the Atacama Desert of Northern
Chile... A team of enthusiastic and highly
experienced guides led us hiking to the
Valley of the Moon, mountain biking...,
geysers, flamingoes and the Puritama Hot
Springs...Ó  V I R T U O S O  /  USA, 2003 GUIDE

ÒAlla scoperta del deserto di Atacama, in
Cile, nellÕorizzonte di una natura
incontaminata... LÕ explora • un albergo
assolutamente originale. Nella formula all
inclusive sono previste anche infinite
possibilitˆ dÕ escursioni e trekking a piedi,
a cavallo, in bicicletta e con attrezzati van.Ó

AD  /  ITALY, MAY 2004

ÒGuidebooks wax lyrical about Torres
del Paine and its landscape Ða dramatic
collision of pampas, snow-capped
mountains, lakes and glaciers Ð and it
doesnÕt take much to see why... The explora
Hotel in Torres del Paine is PatagoniaÕs
most luxurious outpost.Ó  VOGUE  /
AUSTRALIA, FEBRUARY 2004

ÒAstral weeks, explora en Atacama: ...a
place where there is an unbroken skyline
and almost no people, and the stars take
centre stage..., the heart of the Atacama
Desert in the farthest reaches of northern
Chile.Ó  QUINTESSENTIALLY
STARRY / UK, WINTER 2004

Ò Imagine waking up each honeymoon
morning to PatagoniaÕs Paine MassifÐthe
most dramatic mountain range in the
worldÐvisible right through your window.
Sure, the towering granite promontories
and reflective blue lakes will make you feel
small, but theyÕll remind you how glad you
are to have each other. YouÕll also have the
luxuries of Torres del PaineÕs premier base
camp, the Hotel Salto Chico.Ó

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC ADVENTURE  /
USA, APRIL 2005

ÒAdventure Playground:... Three
generations can come to explora and go on
guided excursions on their own, meeting up
again at the lunch or dinner table,Õ
explained Rosario. This is not only a blissful
vision of a family holiday but a practical
one if, as in our family, there are differences
of opinion as to what constitutes real
exercise. The children like to ride, whereas
I am suspicious of horses, with all their
unpredictable swishing and whinnying, and
prefer to walk, preferably in a roaring
headwindÉÓ CondŽ Nast Traveller  / UK,

APRIL 2005

ÒWe are pleased to announce that explora
Patagonia has been named to the T+L 500,
Travel+LeisureÕs annual list of the 500
greatest hotels and resorts in the world,
featured in our January 2005 issue.Ó
T R AV E L + L E I S U R E  / USA,

JANUARY 2005

e x p l o r a   5  N E W S

explora EN ATACAMA:

a journey for the soul
and volcanoes are demanding
excursions which are suitable for
people who are in good physical
shape. These are not permitted for
people who have trouble with heights
or a heart condition. In some areas
there are trails, although there is
mainly rocky terrain, and there is a
chance of ice or snow. Climbing these
mountains allows guests to observe
the beauty of the surrounding
landscape and interesting land
formations in the area. Competition
is the goal rather than competition.
It is necessary to acclimatize
beforehand by spending for two or
more days trekking in high altitudes.

The recommended season for these
climbs is September to April, keeping
in mind complications that may arise
from the altiplanic rainy season
(January and February). The coldest
season at high altitude is from May
to August.

High-altitude climbs offered are:
Cerro Toco (5,604 mts / 18,381 ft),
Volcano Lascar (5,591 mts / 18,338
ft), Volcano Sairecabur (6,010 mts /
19,712 ft), Volcano Colorado (5,748
mts / 18,853 ft), and Volcano
Licancabur (5,916 mts / 19,404 ft),
and various others.

Horseback riding
Horseback riding explorations have
been devised for people with riding
experience and who feel comfortable
riding for several hours in the desert.
Guests must know how to trot and/or
gallop. explora has the finest Chilean
and English saddles, leather gaiters,
and helmets.

Training:
For those who are not expert
horseback riders, our guides offer
classes so that a novice rider may
then participate in safe, gentler rides.

By bicycle
explora offers the opportunity to
travel along desert trails and ridges
on a mountain bike. Using the
equipment we provide to assure
comfort and safety, biking allows our
guests to fully enjoy the geography
of Atacama.

explorations in
Atacama
Explorations in Atacama will allow
you to become acquainted with the
multiple aspects of this region:
its geography, history, fauna, and
geological features. Visit volcanoes
and ancient villages.

Explorations have been designed to
allow for gradual acclimatization to
the altitude. Some excursions are
around the town of San Pedro,
between 2,500 and 2,800 meters
above sea level; others are at
intermediate levels; and the most
demanding reach steep heights of
more than 6,000 meters.

During your stay at explora you will
gradually feel the challenge to see
more and, perhaps, reach higher
altitudes, although at explora we feel
that the experience should not be a
competition. Our motto is: ÒEach
explora guest decides what he or she
does,Ó and often it is just as enjoyable
to go for a walk, ride a bicycle, or
simply stay at the hotel and relax.

The weather in the Atacama is very
good throught the year, and
consequently there are usually no
limitations to taking all the excursions
on any given day.

Acclimatization
Reaching the summit can be an
irresistible drive. However, it is
necessary to acclimatize to do this.
By spending a day and a night in
Atacama, a guest is in better condition
to reach altitudes of 3,000 meters
above sea level. Going beyond
4,000 meters requires reaching
minimum heights to see if a guestÕs
physical condition is in shape for
higher altitudes.

Trekking
Walks from 2,400 to 3,000 mts can
be taken the first day, from 3,000 to
4,000 mts on the second day, and from
4,000 to 5,000 mts on the third day.

High mountain climbing
(5,000Ð6,000 mts / 16,400Ð19,680 ft)
Climbing high-altitude mountains

The Atacama oases, in the
middle of the driest desert in the
world, have a peculiarity that
makes them unique: they are
situated at 2,500 meters above
the sea level. The climate at this
altitude is pleasant year round,
the air is crystal clear, the
natural light is extremely bright,
all of which give the
extraordinary landscape of
volcanoes, salt flats and
wetlands a diaphanous and
mystical quality when viewed
with the naked eye.

The program at explora EN

ATACAMA, with its base at the
Hotel de Larache in the oasis of
San Pedro, puts visitors in the
middle of a fantasy where the
journey of exploration, the
leaving and returning, acquires
a purpose of its own.

But the oasis of San Pedro is
merely an introduction. It is that
last frontier where human life
is still possible; where a visitor
can still be harbored. Once
you leave San Pedro towards
the altiplanos and the
volcanoes, you can truly
perceive remoteness, where
one experiences an entirely
different world, an untamed
place far from civilization as we
know it.

The altiplano is more a
metaphor than a geographical
entity. More than a physical
exploration, the trip through
the altiplano is an introspective
spiritual exploration in an
unearthly world. The altiplano
reveals that behind the
complexity of life there exists a
simplicity that compels us to
Òreconsider our place within the
grand scheme of thingsÓ. And
that is what makes the trip to
Atacama one of the most
magnificent things that one can
ever be able to achieve.




